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Liddy Has Trouble With Other Prisoners 


■ 1 ; 


Washington — G, Gordon Liddy, the 
macho Watergate conspirator who 
once tried to impress friends by hold- 
ing his hand over a burning candle* 
has been coming under some fire in 
prison* 

The tight-lipped Liddy has re- 
mained silent to this day about his 
role in the ill-fated Watergate break- 
in* But he was quick to complain 
loudly about his accommodations at 
the Allenwood prison camp in Penn- 
sylvania. Liddy moved to the min- 
imum security camp three months 
ago from penitentiary in Danbury, 
Conn* 

The tenacious tough guy was as- 
signed to sleep on a cot in a hallway 
near the television room because the 
better rooms were all hooked up. 
Liddy soon squawked that he couldn't 
sleep because of -the. noise from the^ 
all-night TV room, ■ ' 

ALMOST IMMEDIATELY prison 
officials banned. TV-watehing after 
11;3$*P,M,, and even started making 
spot Jijhecks to make sure the inmates 
weren't sneaking a peek at the late 
show. The other inmates were in- 
furiated at what seemed to be the spe- 
cial treatment for their famous col- 
league* Many other sleepless inmates 
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had complained f about the Jate-night 
TV noise, to no avail, . v\ 

The outraged prisoneri/retaliated 
by setting Liddy's mattress on fire. 
When he got a new one, they soaked it. 
The inmates also threw all the belea- 
guered Liddy's personal property out 
the door. ; .-.iji 

We learned of the brouhaha when an 
ifingry inmate bellyached Ho us that 
the prison surrenders to ^very de- 
mand Liddy makes* AllenWjood War- 
den Eldon Jensen cpnfirioed that 
Liddy had some trouble with his fel- 
low prisoners. He told usl fipwever, he 
closed the TV room earlyidue to nu- 
merous complaints, not f because of 
Liddy's protect , 

Footnote: Last month We revealed 
that the Justice Department was se- 
riously considering Liddy's petition to 


commute the rest of his sentence, Jus^ 
tice officials are studying the request, 
and a recommendation will likely be 
sent to President Carter early this 
spring* 

Behind the bulldog visage of J* 
Edgar Hoover, who intimidated law- 
makers and lawbreakers for decades, 
was a man acutely sensitive to any 
criticism of his beloved FBI. 

No one defended the bureau more, 
staunchly than Hoover when the War- 
ren Commission complained about the 
FBI's handling of the investigation 
into President Kennedy's assassina- 
tion. But long-secret documents show 
that Hoover was nearly heartbroken 
\over his bureau's failings in the JFK 
probe. f _ ; 

When the now-defunct New York 
Journal- American got wind of secret 
FBI files and reported that Hoover 
would tell President Johnson that Lee ■ 
Harvey Oswald acted alone, the FBI 
chief sent a memo to his sidekick, 
Glyde Tolson, commenting wryly; il l : 
assume none of this is coming from 
the FBI.” His aides assured 1 him it 
wasn't. 

Hoover did withhold some Informa- 
tion about the killing that could have 
damaged the FBTs reputation, how- 


ever, When the Warren Commission 
-report criticized the FBI, Hoover 
sadly found that even the loyal Jour- 
nal-American was giving him bad re- 
views* He solemnly underlined the 
harshest phrases. 

IN A HANDWRITTEN NOTE to 

closest bureau friends, Hoover con- 
ceded that the commission report was 
"a real debunking of the FBI which 
we will never jive down.” 

Now, after 13 years, the late direc- 
tor's words seem prophetic. For as 
charges of a cover-up have been lev- 
eled at the FBI, its actions in the Ken- 
nedy investigation are once again 
being probed by Congress* 

Footnote: Hoover successor Cla- 
rence Kelley, is still trying to clear 
the air, We reported in January that 
the FBI withheld from the Warren 
Commission 23 summaries of Os- 
wald's activities* Kelley told us that 
all summaries were provided to the 
commission, Kelley also said the bu- 
reau furnished the commission 'with 
all pertinent information about poten- 
tial informants, including the Cuban 
Sylvia Odio and right-wing activist Jo- 
seph Milteer.. All allegations abofifc 
them were investigated and turhed 
over to the commission, Kelley said. 


